
The LIMERICK poem 
 

A limerick is a short, humorous, often nonsense poem, with humorous intent. The 
form can be found in England as of the early years of the 18th century.[2] It was 
popularised by Edward Lear in the 19th century,[3] although he did not use the term. 
 

The standard form of a limerick is a stanza of five lines, with the first, second and 
fifth rhyming with one another and having three feet of three syllables each; and the 
shorter third and fourth lines also rhyming with each other, but having only two feet 
of three syllables. It contains a strict rhyme scheme (AABBA) 

The first line traditionally introduces a person and a place, with the place appearing 
at the end of the first line and establishing the rhyme scheme for the second and 
fifth lines. In early limericks, the last line was often essentially a repeat of the first 
line, although this is no longer customary. 
 

At the end of this section of poetry, you will write your OWN limerick. 



There was an old Man with a Beard 
- Edward Lear 

 

There was an Old Man with a beard, 

Who said, "It is just as I feared!— 

Two Owls and a Hen,  

four Larks and a Wren,  
Have all built their nests in my beard. 

 

The famous author, Salman Rushdie, wrote the following humorous limerick 

and posted it on Twitter. 

What do you think? ;) 

 

"The marriage of poor kim #kardashian / was krushed like a kar in a krashian. 

/ her kris kried, not fair! / why kan't I keep my share? / But kardashian fell 

klean outa fashian." 

Edward Lear (12 May 1812 – 29 January 
1888)was an English artist, illustrator, 
author and poet, and is known now 
mostly for his literary nonsense in poetry 
and prose and especially his limericks, a 
form he popularized in which he used 
real and invented English words	  


