
The NONSENSE poem 

 

 
"Jabberwocky" is a nonsense poem written by Lewis Carroll in his 1871 novel Through 

the Looking-Glass, and What Alice Found There, a sequel to Alice's Adventures in 

Wonderland. The book tells of Alice's adventures within the back-to-front world of a looking 

glass. 

In an early scene in which she first encounters 

the chess piece characters White King and 

White Queen, Alice finds a book written in a 

seemingly unintelligible language. Realising 

that she is travelling through an inverted world, 

she recognises that the verse on the pages 

are written in mirror-writing. She holds a mirror 

to one of the poems, and reads the reflected 

verse of "Jabberwocky". She finds the 

nonsense verse as puzzling as the odd land 

she has passed into, later revealed as a 

dreamscape.  

"Jabberwocky" is considered one of the 

greatest nonsense poems written in English. 

Its playful, whimsical language has given 

English nonsense words such as 

"galumphing" and "chortle". 

Many of the words in the poem are playful words of Carroll's own invention, without 

intended explicit meaning. When Alice has finished reading the poem she gives her 

impressions: 

'It seems very pretty,' she said when she had finished it, 'but it's rather hard to understand!' 

(You see she didn't like to confess, even to herself, that she couldn't make it out at all.) 

'Somehow it seems to fill my head with ideas—only I don't exactly know what they are! 

However, somebody killed something: that's clear, at any rate'. 

  



Jabberwocky 
- Lewis Carroll 

 

	  

Twas brillig, and the slithy toves  
Did gyre and gimble in the wabe;  
All mimsy were the borogoves,  
And the mome raths outgrabe. 
 
  "Beware the Jabberwock, my son!  
The jaws that bite, the claws that catch!   
Beware the Jubjub bird, and shun  
The frumious Bandersnatch!"   
 
He took his vorpal sword in hand: 
 Long time the manxome foe he sought—  
So rested he by the Tumtum tree,  
And stood awhile in thought. 
   
And as in uffish thought he stood, 
 The Jabberwock, with eyes of flame, 
 Came whiffling through the tulgey wood,  
And burbled as it came!   
 
One, two! One, two! and through and through  
The vorpal blade went snicker-snack!  
He left it dead, and with its head He went galumphing back.   
 
"And hast thou slain the Jabberwock?  
Come to my arms, my beamish boy! 
 O frabjous day! Callooh! Callay!"  
He chortled in his joy.  ' 
 
Twas brillig, and the slithy toves 
 Did gyre and gimble in the wabe;  
All mimsy were the borogoves,  
And the mome raths outgrabe. 

Charles Lutwidge Dodgson (27 January 

1832 – 14 January 1898), better known 

by his pen name, Lewis Carroll was an 

English writer, mathematician, logician, 

Anglican deacon and photographer. His 

most famous writings are Alice's 

Adventures in Wonderland and its sequel 

Through the Looking-Glass. He is noted 

for his facility at word play, logic, and 

fantasy. 	  



 

 

 

 


