
Music is poetry too – Pop Sonnets 
What makes a poem sound 
pleasing to the ear? A solid 
rhythm for one thing— 
something we know a good 
song also depends on. Poetry 
is more emotive than prose 
because reading it affects parts 
of the brain linked to 
memories and feelings in the 
same way as listening to 
music. And as we all know, 
there has been a long‐
standing historic connection 
between poetry and music. 

Much poetry was performed to music. The Roman word for poem is carmen, meaning 
song, and our word sonnet means a little sound, a little bit of music. Just like poetry, 
songs contain a variety of figures of speech from personification to metaphors. We will 
look at some contemporary songs that have been changed in two ways: 

1. The structure of the song is now in the form of a sonnet. We will look at this 
shortly. 

2. The language is now Shakespearean. Don’t worry! It is quite easy to 
understand. 

 
1. SONNET STRUCTURE 
There are many different types of sonnets. We will be looking at Shakespearean 
Sonnets. Sonnets have a very specific structure. It is important to 
understand this while studying the following songs that have 
been changed into pop sonnets.  
 
Let’s have a look at how Shakespeare’s sonnets were structured. 
 

ALTERNATING RHYME SCHEME 
A 
B 
A  1ST QUATRAIN 
B   - Introduces main theme/idea 
 
C 
D 
C  2nd QUATRAIN       
D   - Explanation of theme (1 image)  
 
E 
F 
E  3rd QUATRAIN 
F   - Explanation of theme (1 image) 
 
G 
G  RHYMING COUPLET  
   - Final thoughts/solution to problem 



For each of the following two sonnets you will be required to do the 
following in addition to answering the regular poetry questions: 
 

• Find the modern translation of the two songs and write the 
relevant lyrics in the box provided next to the sonnet. 

• Split each sonnet up into three quatrains and a rhyming 
couplet. 

• Write the corresponding letter at the end of each line to 
indicate the rhyme scheme. 

 
 
 
 
 

ACTIVITY 
To be completed at the end of this section. 

 
Choose your favourite song and rewrite a part of it. It must have 

the structure of a sonnet, but it does not have to be in 
Shakespearean English J 

 


