
 
 
The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night -Time is a 2003 mystery novel by Brit ish 

writer Mark Haddon. Its t itle quotes the fict ional detective Sherlock Holmes in Arthur 

Conan Doyle's 1892 short story "Silver Blaze".  
 

A fantast ically unusual detective story written from the perspective of a 15-year-
old autist ic boy, who is obsessed with maths, science and Sherlock Holmes but 

finds it  hard to understand other people. When he discovers a dead dog on a 

neighbour’s lawn he decides to solve the mystery; as in all good detective stories, 
however, the more he unearths, the deeper the mystery gets. 

 

The novel is narrated in the first -person perspective by Christopher John Francis 
Boone, living in Swindon, Wiltshire. Although Christopher's condit ion is not stated, 

the book's blurb refers to Asperger syndrome, high-functioning autism, or savant 
syndrome. In July 2009, Haddon wrote on his blog that the novel is not  about 

Asperger's. “If anything it 's a novel about difference, about being an outsider, 

about seeing the world in a surprising and revealing way. The book is not 
specifically about any specific disorder.” 

 
The book is notable for using prime numbers to number the chapters, rather than 

the conventional successive cardinal numbers. 
 

Research Activity  
 
Find out at least five facts each about both Asperger’s Syndrome and autism. How 
do the two differ? 
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List of Characters 
 

 Christopher John Francis Boone 

The 15-year-old protagonist  and narrator of the novel, who invest igates the murder 

of Mrs. Shears' large black poodle. The narrator and protagonist  of the novel. He is 
mathematically gifted, struggles for social acceptance and understanding as a 

result  of his apparent aut ism. He views the world largely in absolutes, dividing his life 

experience into a series of extreme likes and dislikes. He feels most comfortable 
with logic and order, making Wellington’s murder an irresist ible puzzle for him to 

solve. He resides with his father and pet rat Toby at 36 Randolph Street. 

 

 Ed Boone 

Christopher's father, a boiler engineer. Prior to the beginning of the story, he has 
been living with Christopher as a single parent  for two years. Father prepares meals 

for Christopher and sees to his daily needs. Later on, Christopher uncovers 
elements of his life that he has long tried to keep hidden.  

 

Judy Boone 

Christopher's mother. Early in the book, Christopher writes that she died of a heart 

attack two years before the book's events.  Remembered as a loving but 
impatient and volat ile woman, she was at t imes overwhelmed by the difficulty of 

caring for her t roubled son. 

 

Siobhan 

Christopher's primary teacher and mentor at school. She teaches him how society 
works and how to behave within its complex guidelines. she is one of the few 

people whom Christopher trusts, and in the limited moments when the reader sees 

her, she mirrors the reader as an observer and commentator on Christopher’s life. 
 

 

Mr Roger Shears 

One of the neighbours who lived near the Boones.  Estranged husband of Eileen 

Shears. Roger Shears once worked at a bank in town, but moved to London rather 
suddenly a couple of years ago, leaving Mrs. Shears behind. His mysterious nature 

leads Christopher to invest igate him as a possible suspect in Wellington’s murder. 

 

Mrs Eileen Shears 

Mr Shears's wife, Christopher remembers that she would often visit  to cook meals 
and play scrabble in the wake of his mother’s death. The murder of her dog, 

Wellington, provides the major dramatic push for the novel. 

 

Mrs Alexander 

An old lady, who is one of Christopher's neighbours. A kind lady, Mrs. Alexander 
lives a quiet existence filled by caring for her garden and pet dachshund, Ivor. She 

exhibits grandmotherly tendencies toward Christopher, owing in part to his 
resemblance to her own grandson.  
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Rhodri 

Ed Boone's employee. Rhodri is a smelly and obnoxious man who often prods 
Christopher with difficult  math quest ions for his own amusement, but he also 

happens to be one of Father’s only social out lets. 

 

Toby 

Christopher's pet rat. Christopher adores Toby and treats him as a friend and family 
member. He later becomes Christopher’s sole companion on his harrowing journey 

to London. 

 

Wellington 

Mrs. Shears' large black poodle, which Christopher finds dead in her garden, with a 
garden fork st icking out of him.  
 

Chapter Questions 

 
Chapter 7 
• Can you offer an interpretation of 

the passage that Christopher quotes 

from a ‘proper novel’? 
• What appeals to Christopher about 

detective stories? Can you explain 
why? 

 

Chapter 11 
• Comment on the sort of minute 

detail that Christopher notices. What 

do you make of this? I.e., what does it  
tell us about the way he sees the 

world and his responses to events? 
• What effect does the policeman’s 

quest ions have on Christopher, and 

why? How does Christopher try to find 
safety? 

 

Chapter 13 
• Why are there no jokes in this book, 

according to Christopher? Yet why do 
we often find the novel funny? 

 

Chapter 17 
• Why does Christopher feel calmer 

even though the police officer says 
he is under arrest? 

• Why does Christopher find scient ific 
facts – e.g. about the galaxy – 

reassuring? 

 

Chapter 19 
• How are prime numbers like life, 
according to Christopher? 

 

Chapter 29 
• Why does Christopher find people 

confusing? Can you understand his 

confusion? 
• Why does Christopher find 

metaphors confusing? 
• Why does Christopher say the word 

metaphor is itselfa metaphor? 

• Make a list  of ten common 
metaphors we use in everyday 

speech. 
• Why doesn’t Christopher like his 

name? 

 

Chapter 31 
• Why doesn’t Christopher find similes 

as confusing as metaphors? 
 

 
 

 

 



Chapter 37 
• Christopher always tells the truth, 

but this isn’t  a matter of a belief in 
what is right and wrong. Why doesn’t 

he ever lie? 

 

Chapter 47 
• How does Christopher explain the 

link he makes between seeing red 
cars and having a good day? 

Chapter 59 
• How does Christopher just ify his 

invest igation into how Wellington 

died, even though his father has told 
him to stay out of other people’s 

business? 
• What character qualit ies does 

Christopher have that would make 

him a good detective? 
 

Chapter 67 
• Why doesn’t Christopher like 
chatt ing? 

• How does Christopher work out who 
his prime suspect is? 

 

Chapter 83 
• What  makes Christopher think he 

would make a good astronaut? Do 
you agree that he would qualify? 

• What does Christopher discover 

about Mr Shears, from Mrs Alexander? 
 

Chapter 101 
• How is Mr Jeavons wrong about 
Christopher’s love of maths? 

 

Chapter 107 
• Rephrase the quotation from the 

ancient scroll in The Hound of the 
Baskervilles so that it  would be easily 

understood by a modern reader. 

• What qualit ies does Christopher 
admire in Sherlock Holmes? 

 
 

 

 
 

Chapter 139 
• Find a dict ionary definit ion and the 

origins of thephrase Occam’s Razor. 
 

Chapter 157 
• What insights do Christopher’s 
mother’s letters give us into family life 

with Christopher? How does the 

picture we’ve had so far change? 
What new elements are there, in 

terms of mood and situation? 
• What ways are Christopher and his 

father actually alike in the way they 

react to Christopher’s mother 
leaving? 

 

Chapter 163 
• Explain how Christopher thinks the 

human brain is just  like a computer. 
• Do you agree that human feelings 

are just like a picture on a computer 

screen? Explain your answer. 
 

Chapters 191-197 
• What are some of the ways 

Christopher finds to cope with the 

new and frightening situations he finds 
himself in? 

 

Chapter 229 
• What is shocking or surprising about 

Christopher’s favourite dream? What 
is understandable about his dream? 

 

Chapter 233 
• What makes Christopher decide he 

has to go back to Swindon? 
• Do you agree with Christopher 

when he says that ‘I think it  is worst 

when you don’t know whether a 
good thing or a bad thing is going to 

happen?’ 

 
 


